Since the publication of Preston's Fauna of British India -Freshwater Gastropoda and Pelcypoda in 1915, a vast amount of knowledge has accumulated on the fresh water molluscs. Starmühlner (1974) published a monograph on the fresh water gastropods, in which he listed 31 species of freshwater snails from Sri Lanka. Until the early 20th century, malacologists used mainly conchological characters to describe species. However, the shells of freshwater gastropods are highly variable, show ecological plasticity, and are known to suffer from convergence and homoplasy, and therefore do not always reliably reflect systematic boundaries.
